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If thinking outside the box can yield a different perspective, then imagine what
teaching outside the box can do. Angela Harvey, assistant professor of sociology at
The Ohio State University at Newark, has set out to do just that. Harvey was awarded
a Service-Learning Course Development Grant from the Ohio State University ServiceLearning Initiative in order to develop a course called Corrections (An Inside-Out
Course). It is the first of its kind at Ohio State Newark.
“I can think of no better way for all of the course participants to see crime and justice
issues from new perspectives than from within the walls of a prison,” said Harvey.
“They will begin seeing themselves as actors in relation to these issues, and
consequently as potential agents of social change.”
The course, which began in the autumn 2009 quarter, brings students and incarcerated
individuals together in a classroom setting to develop a partnership between institutions
of higher learning and prison systems nationally. “Students can only learn so much
about U.S. penal policy from books, journal articles, and class discussions,” said
Harvey. “Moving beyond tours to facilitated, intellectual discussions with prison
officials and people who are incarcerated allows university students to see for
themselves the statistical patterns of who we incarcerate (predominantly men of
color from low socioeconomic classes convicted of drug and/or property offenses)
as well as gain a better understanding of the realities of prison life,” she added.
The class meets for two hours each week at Southeastern Correctional Institution
in Lancaster, a minimum-medium security institution near Ohio State Newark. It is

made up of 15 undergraduate students and 10-15 incarcerated students.
“Many of the goals of the Inside-Out course are consistent with the objectives of
courses on corrections and with the objective of the university to cultivate a sense
of civic responsibility in Ohio State students,” said William L. MacDonald,
Dean/Director at Ohio State Newark.
Harvey’s research focuses on theoretical and substantive questions in sociology
and criminology. Her specific interests are in the organizational contexts of juvenile
and criminal courts, racial/ethnic, gender, and class disparities in case processing
decisions for offenders and the implementation and consequences of juvenile/criminal
justice policies. The Ohio State University Service-Learning Initiative funds the
development of service-learning courses and collaborative university/community
projects that address community goals. The criteria for selection of projects are: A
focus on community goals; project design created collaboratively by interdisciplinary
university/community teams; and development of partnership for sustained communitybased activity.
Harvey earned a Ph.D. in justice studies from Arizona State University, an M.S.W.
from Arizona State University, and a B.S. in psychology from Ohio State. She joined
the faculty at Ohio State Newark in 2007. She serves on the OSU Youth Violence
Prevention Advisory Board, and is a member of the American Society of Criminology,
the Law and Society Association, the American Sociological Association, and the
Society for the Study of Social Problems.

At age 13, Marcus Yoder went to work in his father’s studies. He attended Ohio State Newark part time,

Today, he’s on track to graduate in the summer of 2010,

sawmill in rural Holmes County, Ohio. Having completed and was working hard to keep his dream of a college

and already has plans to apply to graduate school. His

the eighth grade, he believed that his formal schooling degree alive.

next goal is to earn a Ph.D. and teach history at the

was concluded, as is customary for Amish children.

collegiate level.
“At times, I wanted to quit,” admitted the history major,

But his love of learning was incredibly strong, and Yoder “but the faculty members were extremely affirming of

Off campus, Yoder is equally successful and driven to

dreamed of one day earning a college degree. So, with what I do. They have invested a lot in me; they’ve been

pursue his passions. His love for education and history

the help of an encyclopedia set purchased by his parents a very important part of my journey.”

impelled him to found the Center for Anabaptist History,

and a high dose of perseverance, he set out to continue

a non-profit organization devoted to the study of Amish

his education on his own. At age 19, Yoder garnered his
first outward sign of academic success by earning his
General Educational Development (GED) certificate.

Then, in September 2007, Yoder was confronted with yet
another challenge. He contracted meningoencephalitis,
an often fatal inflammation of the brain and its meninges.
Critically ill, Yoder was hospitalized for weeks. But his

and Mennonite history. Also, Yoder and his wife, Norita,
opened Ashery Farms in June 2009, a bulk food retail
store in Heath, Ohio, where they sell organic, hormonefree, and locally produced products. Yoder plans for the

It wasn’t until 2005, however, that Yoder’s long road illness threw into compellingly sharp relief the importance

income of the store to support his family while he finishes

finally led him to The Ohio State University at Newark. By of realizing one’s dreams. Yoder pushed himself to recover

graduate school.

then, Yoder was in his mid-30s, and admits that as an and began attending full time to continue pursuing what
adult learner he struggled at times with the unremitting he truly loves.

“I have always loved learning,” said Yoder. “From my

demands of juggling everyday life, family, work, and

experience, I’m hopeful that I can help other young people
realize the importance of higher education.”

When Peter Hennen talks about bears and fairies, he isn’t referring to fairytales or
theme parks. Hennen, who is an associate professor of sociology at The Ohio State
University at Newark, has focused his research on gender and sexuality. His book
“Faeries, Bears, and Leathermen: Men in Community Queering the Masculine” (The
University of Chicago Press) was released in July 2008.
Hennen’s work reveals the self-identification that many gay men experience, and
the subcultures into which they often fall. His book explores three communities
within gay male society: Faeries, Bears, and Leathermen – “contemporary
subcultures of gay men,” said Hennen.
In the book, he examines the relationship between effeminacy and gay male culture.
Hennen’s work illustrates how that relationship has impacted gay male identities
as well as sexual behavior within that community.
For example, Faeries are thought of as “over-the-top effeminate;” Bears are “regular
guys;” and Leathermen are “super-masculine,” Hennen explained.
Hennen’s book has been praised by his peers at the American Sociological Association
(ASA). Earlier this year, the book was awarded the Sex and Gender Distinguished
Book Award Honorable Mention. In the July 2009 issue of Contemporary Sociology,
the ASA’s flagship review journal, Amin Ghaziani of Princeton University called the
book brilliant. “Hennen has empirically substantiated an often-impenetrable
theoretical dialogue and has penned an ethnographic adventure that makes this
scholarly pursuit a page-turner,” noted Ghaziani.

Hennen, who joined Ohio State Newark in 2002, loves teaching. “The smaller classes
here allow me to see the light bulbs go on when students start to connect what we
discuss in class with what they’ve seen in their own lives and experiences,” he said.
Hennen’s dedication to the campus community has been recognized by Ohio State
Newark: In 2006 and 2007, he received an “Above and Beyond” service award; in
2005, the Campus Contribution Award; and in 2004, the Campus and Community
Involvement award. He earned tenure in 2008.
Hennen has started work on his next project, which will examine “how gender norms
enhance or inhibit certain capacities of the body,” said Hennen, “in this case, the
voice.” His focus will be on countertenors, whose singing voices are high in pitch,
often being compared to women’s voices. Hennen suggests that the countertenor
case shows how thoroughly bodies are gendered, and how these apparently natural
tendencies can change dramatically over time.
He has written articles and chapters that have been included in various publications,
including the Journal of Contemporary Ethnography; Feminist Waves, Feminist
Generations; and an invited entry in the International Encyclopedia of the Social
Sciences.
Hennen earned his Ph.D. and his M.A. in sociology from the University of Minnesota.
He taught previously at University of Minnesota Twin Cities campus and at Macalester
College in St. Paul, Minn.

Faculty Member Wins Ohio
State Award for Excellence
Katherine Borland, Ph.D., assistant dean and associate professor of comparative
studies at The Ohio State University at Newark, was awarded the 2009 Ohio
State University Faculty Award for Excellence in Community-Based Scholarship.
Borland was honored for her pioneering efforts in the field. In 2002, she instituted
Ohio State’s first international service-learning class when she led a delegation of
Ohio State Newark students to Nicaragua to collaborate with and learn from
grassroots community organizers. Seven students participated in the first program,
which Borland characterized as a cultural recovery project. During the physically
demanding two-week trip, students slept on cots in one communal room, worked
long hours side-by-side with the local population to build a traditional house using
natural materials, and experienced what everyday life is like in a place with few
modern conveniences.
“It was the best teaching experience I had ever had,” said Borland. Her course
became a model for the university.
She has led three more student groups to Nicaragua since 2002. The biennial twoweek trip, held at the end of the quarter, provides students an affordable opportunity
to study abroad, said Borland.
“It is extremely valuable for our students to get first-hand experience with the
world outside central Ohio,” said Borland. “It really enables them to begin to
understand the place and power that the United States holds in the western
hemisphere.”

Service-learning is a form of experiential education exemplified by student
participation in an organized service activity that is connected to specific learning
outcomes, meets identified community needs, and provides structured time for
student reflection and connection of the service experience to learning. The ServiceLearning Initiative supports development, implementation, and evaluation of
sustainable service-learning courses and encourages community-based scholarship
across the university to enhance student learning, develop student civic engagement,
and foster ongoing collaboration with local and global communities.
Borland also directs Ohio State Newark’s LeFevre Fellows, a selective program for
high-ability students. All Fellows must enroll in a two credit-hour service-learning
course at Ohio State Newark. This past year the Fellows program orchestrated
Green Wednesday, a campus-wide initiative to raise awareness of environmental
issues. In addition, Borland serves as the liaison for the Office of International
Education at Ohio State Newark and as a member of the steering
committee for the Center for Folklore Studies at Ohio State University.
Borland received her doctorate in folklore from Indiana University, an M.A. in
English literature from Temple University, and a B.A. in disciplines of the humanities
from the University of Chicago.

“A Lesson Before Dying” has sold over 2 million copies
and was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize, and was the 1994
winner of the Best Fiction Award by the National Book
Critics Circle, among others. HBO premiered the TV film
in 1999, which received two Emmy Awards.
At the invitation of the Newark Campus Young Democrats,
Senator Joe Biden came to Ohio State Newark on October
15. Then a vice presidential candidate, Biden addressed
a crowd estimated at 1,200. Biden was introduced by
then-Ohio’s state Treasurer Richard Cordray (now Attorney
General), and Governor Ted Strickland. “Into whose hands
are we going to place this great nation?” asked Biden.
“Into whose hands are we going to place the tools that
can get us out of this dilemma we find ourselves in?"
People lined up outside of the campus’s Adena Hall hours
before the doors were scheduled to be opened, many
wearing stickers, buttons and shirts supporting the ObamaBiden ticket.

Ohio State Newark
Draws Dignitaries
Throughout its history, The Ohio State University at Newark
has hosted guests of great notoriety, and this academic
year was no different.
Celebrated Ohioan Archie Griffin was the keynote speaker
on May 19 for Graduation Celebration 2009. Well-known
as the only two-time winner of the prestigious Heisman
Trophy and an OSU alumnus, Griffin is the CEO and president
of OSU’s Alumni Association.
With “pay it forward” as his theme, Griffin recalled the
day he walked across the stage to receive his diploma.
“I knew that I was receiving that diploma for my
grandparents, my parents, and yes – for myself, too,”
he said.

“Have the determination to reach your goals and learn
from your mistakes,” he told the crowd. “Help others to
find their passion; when times are tough, help them to stay
focused on their principles,” he said.
On May 14, world-renowned author Ernest Gaines
addressed an audience of several hundred, reading aloud
from his book “A Lesson Before Dying,” sharing insights
on his body of work, and answering questions from students
and community members alike. Earlier that day, Gaines
met with writing students from The Ohio State University
at Newark; he discussed the craft of writing and answered
their questions.
Gaines’ appearance was the grand finale in a year-long
study of his book (”A Lesson Before Dying”) that included
students, faculty, and staff. Lectures based upon various
themes raised by the book took place throughout the
academic year.

Astronaut and entrepreneur Dr. Mae Jemison captivated
a standing room only crowd at Ohio State Newark’s
Convocation in September 2008.
Jemison urged the students to pay attention to what’s
going on in the world around them, and to take advantage
of the opportunities they’ll find at Ohio State Newark. She
also told them to take chances.
“Take the time now to meet people who aren’t like you,”
she said. “Do some things where you might not know
what the outcome is.”
Jemison was on the shuttle Endeavour in 1992 and was
the first African American woman in space. She was a
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
astronaut from 1987 to 1993. After leaving NASA, she
founded The Jemison Group, Inc. and is currently building
a new business, BioSentient Corporation.
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Longtime Faculty Member and
Former Dean/Director Retires
When Julius S. Greenstein, Ph.D., arrived at The Ohio State University at Newark
in 1980, he became dean and director of an institution that was far different from
what it is today. Most of the present-day campus was still covered by grassy fields
then, with only Founders, Hopewell, and Adena Halls standing. Further, in addition
to serving as dean and director of Ohio State Newark, Greenstein was president
of Central Ohio Technical College (COTC), the co-located two-year college which
shares facilities, staff, and resources with Ohio State Newark. (Since 2004, COTC
has had its own president.)
During his 14-year tenure as chief administrator, Greenstein oversaw a period of
tremendous campus growth and transformation. One of the most significant changes
was the introduction of a student apartment complex in 1986, which was later
acquired by the university. The addition of residence halls has been so successful
that in recent years, the campus has not been able to meet demand for them.
Additional changes followed: the Newark Campus Child Development Center was
built in 1988, and LeFevre Hall, home to technical education and performing arts,
opened in 1993.

“It was a period of considerable growth,” recalled Greenstein, “but you don’t do
this kind of a job on your own. I was very lucky to have good people working with
me; and this campus has always had marvelous support from the community.”
Greenstein, a professor in the Department of Evolutionary, Environmental and
Organismal Biology, continued as dean and director until 1994. At that time, he
was invited to be a Distinguished Visiting Professor at the U.S. Air Force Academy,
where he taught for a year before returning as a full-time faculty member at Ohio
State Newark.
He has served on numerous campus committees and he and his wife, Joette, were
responsible for creating and funding the Julius S. and Joette Greenstein Award,
which is given annually to a member of the Newark campus staff, administration,
or faculty whose efforts, attitudes, deeds and behavior have made a major contribution
toward the perpetuation of the genuine spirit of mutual respect and cooperation
between Ohio State Newark and COTC.
“This campus was extremely fortunate to have had the benefit of Julius Greenstein’s
academic expertise and notable administrative skills,” said Ohio State Newark
Dean and Director William L. MacDonald. “His long, distinguished service to Ohio
State Newark is to be commended.”
Greenstein holds an A.B. in biology from Clark University, and a Ph.D. in zoologyphysiology from the University of Illinois. He retired from Ohio State in April 2009.

Autumn quarter has traditionally been a time for change.

Research and Scholarly Activity Grant in 1991 and 1997

Own. The Rhetoric of the Tragic Emotions in Classical

and the Special Research Assignment in 1992 and 2000.

Greek Culture.”

With that in mind, Ohio State Newark bids a fond farewell Cary Rader, Ph.D., associate professor of math, retired
to our retiring faculty members. At the same time, we on December 31, 2008. He received a B.S. in physics and

David Ruderman, Ph.D., assistant professor of English,

would like to welcome three new full-time faculty members a B. S. in mathematics and his Ph.D. from the University
to the campus.
of Washington. He has been with Ohio State Newark since

literature from the University of Michigan (U of M), Ann

1981. Rader was a member of the team which wrote the

specializes in nineteenth-century British literature with

Academic Challenge Grant to establish the math lab on

a focus on poetry and poetics. In 2008-09, he received

campus and has volunteered his time and talent to helping

a fellowship with the American Psychoanalytic

students in the lab over the years. He has served on

Association. Ruderman is currently working on a

several campus committees, and was the recipient of the

publication titled The Breathing Space of Ballad:

Thomas J. Evans Teaching Excellence Award in 1986.

Tennyson’s Stillborn Poetics.

Farewell to Retirees
James Loucks, Ph.D., associate professor of English,
retired on September 30, 2008. He received his Bachelor
of Arts from Yale University and his master’s and Ph.D.
from The Ohio State University. He was first was employed
at Ohio State Newark as an associate professor of English

received his doctorate degree in English language and
Arbor. Dr. Ruderman was a lecturer at U of M and he

and served as associate dean in 1977-1978. He moved to Welcome New Faculty
the Columbus campus to serve as assistant vice president Dana Munteanu, Ph.D., assistant professor of classical

Michael Dornoo, Ph.D., assistant professor of math

for registration services and then as assistant vice studies, comes to Newark from the University of Cincinnati
president for student services. He returned to Ohio State (UC) with a Ph.D. in classical philology. Her primary

the University of Nevada-Reno, in educational

Newark’s Department of English in 1985 and served as research interests include Greek and Roman drama,
coordinator of English from 1998-2004. His publications ancient literary theory, ancient and modern aesthetics,

include teaching and learning mathematics from a multi-

include: Robert Browning’s Poetry: ‘A Norton Critical and reception of classics in opera. Munteanu is currently
Edition’ and Browning’s Roman Murder Story: A Reading working on a book titled “Pathos: From Another to One’s

Nevada, Dornoo received the Outstanding International

of “The Ring and the Book.” He was the recipient of the

education, recently completed his doctorate degree at
specialties/mathematics education. His research interests
cultural perspective. While studying at the University of
Graduate Student Award.

