
From the Desk of Derek Boczkowski : Out of Sight, On a Site 
   For most people, New Year’s Day is a time to simultaneously take stock of the previous year 

while looking ahead to the new one. January, after all, is named for Janus, the two-faced Roman 

god of both beginnings and endings. I find, however, that I am more inclined to participate in 

concurrent nostalgia and preparation in late spring, as the school year winds down. As I remember 

the Writing Lab’s “greatest hits” over the past year (many conference presentations, the Ohio Au-

thors bookmarks, our interactive Christmas door decoration), I am most excited about one thing on 

the horizon: the unveiling of our updated web page. 
   

    Due to launch by the time summer classes start, the website will, as we 

envision it, serve as a resource for all students, staff, and faculty at OSU 

Newark (and beyond). We hope it will be an extension of the brick-and-mortar 

Lab, with online tutoring, updates on current Lab events, and links to writ-

ing materials. And our resources pages will be organic collections: if you 

know of or encounter any online resources that you think the OSU Newark cam-

pus may benefit from, please send the links along to me at 

boczkowski.1@osu.edu. 
 

    While we are proud of all our graduating Peer Writing Consultants, I’d 

like to extend a special thank you to Brittany Schumann and Kelly Whitney, 

who have been in charge of writing and editing OSU Newark Writing Well. 

Their subtle way of reminding me that I am behind deadline with my text will 

be missed. Good luck and good words, Brittany and Kelly!  

Peer Writing Consultants Present at Conferences 
 

By Jeffrey Butcher 
 

     The writing center is not a place of stagnant and unchanging operation. As doctors and sci-
entists advance their practices and research to better suit distinctive purposes, tutors are con-
tinuously evolving their methods with new adaptations to improve relationships between Peer 
Writing Consultants (PWCs) and writers. Tutoring practices are observed, reviewed, and re-
formed in a thorough manner aimed to meet the goal of further benefiting the writer. The OSU 
Newark Writing Lab sent several of its own PWCs—Kelly Whitney, Brittany Schumann, Jarod 
Anderson, and Clay Caroon—to regional writing conferences in order to take part in the nation-
wide efforts to improve writing centers in universities.  
 

     Not only did these PWCs attend the conferences, but they also presented findings from 
their research. In their presentation entitled "Passing on the Torch: The Influence of Novice 
and Veteran Tutor Interaction," Whitney and Schumann spoke to the audience of the North-
east Writing Center Association at the University of Con-
necticut on the necessity for tutor-to-tutor interaction and 
communication, especially during the training process. At 
the Midwest Writing Center Association conference hosted 
by Bowling Green State University, Caroon presented his 
research on international pedagogy, speaking on the di-
versity of writing labs in his presentation "Intersection: 
Writing Center Theory and Second-Language Teaching 
Methodologies in America and Beyond." Also at BGSU, 
Anderson presented on tutoring practices in what he calls 
"The Silver Bullet Approach: Pitfalls of Directive Tutoring."  
 

     Anderson referred to the experience as a "great net-
working tool" and Whitney not only articulated "the impor-
tance to review [one's] process," but she also embraced 
the opportunity to share her ideas and experiences within 
the writing lab community. 
 

     It is very appropriate to identify writing labs as being part of a community working together 
toward a common goal: to provide writers with the best tools and tutors in order to give them 
the best opportunity to improve. Stronger and more helpful methods supplant those that are 
no longer useful. This requires the efforts of multiple parties--professors, writing lab adminis-
trators, professional tutors, and graduate and undergraduate students. Thanks to the Peer 
Writing Consultants’ participation at these conferences, the voice of the OSU Newark Writing 
Lab was further unveiled to the larger community. 
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From left, Brittany Schumann, faculty 

advisor Shawna Green, and Kelly Whitney 

at the University of Connecticut. 

About the  
OSU Newark 
Writing Lab: 

 

Our first and foremost service 

is to help students, faculty, 

and staff from OSU with their 
writing.  We can help you 

brainstorm ideas, develop 

your topic, begin or revise a 

rough draft, put finishing 
touches on a final copy, and 

much more!  You can type a 

paper on one of the com-

puters (but please limit print-
ing to papers only—no print-
ing research).  When you en-

ter the lab, please remember 

to sign in. If you have never 
signed in to a campus lab 

computer, ask for help; that’s 

what we’re here for. 
 

Summer Quarter Hours: 
Mon-Fri 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 
Saturday Closed 
Sunday Closed 
 

There will be no Editing 
Workshop sessions over 
the summer. 
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Writing Consultant: 
 

Joshua Maccombs 

Come Join the PARTAY!  Become a Peer Writing Consultant! 
 

By Brittany Schumann 
 

    Free pizza, great friends, and academic opportunities. And that’s just the tip of the iceberg. There 

are a gazillion advantages to becoming a Peer Writing Consultant, or PWC. It is a rewarding experi-

ence that opens the door to a plethora of opportunities and allows you to meet a wide variety of 

students and faculty. Not to mention the free food at meetings and the lasting friendships you will 

make. You do not have to be an English major to work in the Writing Lab; the position invites stu-

dents from all majors. In the past two years, PWCs have come from many different departments and 

colleges, including English, Education, History, and Psychology. The diverse groups of students have 

included writers, artists, musicians, and mathematicians.  
 

    To become a PWC, you must first take the enlightening 

course commonly called English 467/193. According to the 

course bulletin, English 467 involves the “study of how writing 

skills develop, in the context of a peer consulting program, 

including 2 weekly classes and a 2-hour tutoring practicum.” 

Interestingly enough, writing lab pedagogy is still in its infancy, 

so there is much to discuss in the course. The debates are 

interesting and the discussions are thought-provoking.    
 

    The second part of the course involves two hours of hands-

on experience in the Writing Lab per week. You will work 

with English 110.03 writers in a tutorial and/or workshop setting and develop academic relationships 

and friendships as you help them understand their thinking and writing processes. According to 

Derek Boczkowski, Assistant Lab Coordinator, “You become invested in the process of someone’s 

learning. Not only do you have to be good with people and learn how to be flexible, but you have to 

be process-oriented and understand long-term goals as well as short-term goals.”  
 

    Upon successful completion of English 467/193, you will have the option of becoming a paid 

PWC. There are many academic opportunities available to PWCs. Some work as editors and writers 

for the Lab’s newsletter Writing Well (in fact, last quarter four PWCs contributed to the newsletter), 

and many of the PWCs have attended regional and national conferences. Most recently, Kelly Whit-

ney and I attended a regional conference in Storrs, Connecticut, and Jarod Anderson and Clay Ca-

roon presented at Bowling Green (see article on page 1). Clay has also traveled around the world to 

visit English programs in other countries to study how we can better help the ESL students at our 

own institution.   
 

    Contact the Lab Coordinator, Sunny Caldwell (364-9593) or Boczkowski (364-9542) if you or 

someone you know is interested in becoming a PWC. Stop by the Writing Lab and experience the 

fun, friendly atmosphere for yourself! Any of the current PWCs would be more than happy to help 

you understand the role of a PWC, and Sunny or Derek can help you decide if this is a good fit for 

you.   

OSU NEWARK WRITING WELL 

Have an idea for the next news-

letter?  Feel free to contact the 

editors, Brittany Schumann 

(Schumann.24@osu.edu) or Kelly 

Whitney (Whitney.69@osu.edu). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
As an  education major, I’m really 
interested in the teaching and 
learning process, and my work as 
a writing tutor has given me some 
much-needed early experience in 
the field. I actually enjoy revising 
papers—sick, huh? I’m a life-long 
resident of Newark (or Nerk, as 
we natives fondly call it), but I 
hope to find a job teaching some-
where new, preferably with more 
coffee shops. I love music in a 
snobbishly annoying kind of way 
(think High Fidelity), and in my 
free time I like to write songs and 
play at local open mics. I also play 
and sing songs by Raffi (think 
Baby Beluga) for the kids at church 
and hopefully at camp this sum-
mer.  

 

Who can resist the allure of the 
OSU Newark Writing Lab? 

Farewell, Seniors! 
 

By Kelly Whitney 
 

    As we begin to prepare for final exams, future plans, and summer vacations, we know that graduation is 
almost here. This year our Writing Lab is graduating six Peer Writing Consultants: Jeff Butcher, Melissa Kel-

ler, Josh Maccombs, Chris Phillips, Brittany Schumann, and me, Kelly Whitney.  
 

    Working as PWCs has not only given us opportunities to help other student writers, but also a chance to 
improve our own writing. As we seniors reflect on our work and development as writers during our tenure as 
tutors, we thank the Writing Lab for our progression. Chris Phillips—who plans to study English in graduate school at the University of 
Northern Texas—says, “I never thought that I’d be able to learn so much from reading someone else’s writing.” Josh Maccombs adds, 
“I would walk away after each [tutoring] session with a better understanding of how writing works.” Melissa Keller feels that her work 
in the Lab has helped her as a student, writer, and a person: “Working with other writers in the lab has helped me to learn a tremen-
dous amount about writing, working and communicating with others.” Both Josh and Melissa will return to OSU Newark in the fall for 
the M.Ed. program.  
 

    The benefits of being a Peer Writing Consultant extend beyond working in the Lab. Brittany Schumann, who will join the work force 
after graduation, says, “I have since been able to apply the skills I learned…to other parts of my life including work and extra-
curricular activities.” Jeff Butcher agrees, and claims that working in the Lab made him more appealing to Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity’s graduate school, where he will study English. “[Being a PWC] has prepared me to help teach writing and helped me gain a 
teaching assistantship at the graduate school level,” he says. And finally, I will join the graduate students at the University of Dayton 
to specialize in writing. We will always be grateful for the people we have met, the memories we have created, and the opportunities 
that have emerged because of our work in The Ohio State University at Newark Writing Lab. 


