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 Even the most experienced writers find editing papers to be quite tormenting and bother-

some.  It becomes very unpleasant to have to look through a piece of writing after you have al-

ready put hours into it--eyes become strained, errors are overlooked, fatigue sets in.  Believe it or 

not, strategies do exist to help the process go more smoothly and productively.  The Editing Work-

shop is a resource at OSU Newark to help students learn and understand these techniques. 
 

 Dr. Laura Younger, an English professor at OSU Newark, coordinates the workshop by 

having interactive one-on-one sessions with students.  Each session is only 15 minutes long and is 

extremely beneficial for those wishing to make editing and revising easier and more thorough.  

The quick, concise meetings alleviate digressions from the task at hand.  When asked about the 

most significant factor of a workshop, Younger responded, 

"It is 15 minutes of nothing but focus and concentration on 

editing your writing. It is a chance to really drill the edit-

ing process into the head of a writer."  
 

 Much like in tutorials, the writer is actively in-

volved in the workshop; he or she points out and picks up 

on common errors by editing his or her own paper.  Not 

only does the workshop promote immediate improvement 

on a particular essay, but the writer also will leave with 

tools and strategies to edit future pieces.  Younger suggests 

that a combination between tutorials and editing work-

shops can help a writer improve immensely. 
 

 The purpose of the workshops is not for a writer 

to have his or her paper edited by someone else.  Instead, as Younger states, “Editing workshops 

are a conduit to a writer’s own untapped resource.”  All writers have the capability to revise their 

own work; workshops offer a chance for editing tools to be found.  
  

 The Editing Workshop is offered every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10:00 

a.m.-11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the Writing Lab. Sessions begin to fill up as the quar-

ter progresses toward the end.  Don’t wait! Take advantage of editing workshops.  The sessions are 

here for the benefit of the students, so all writers should give it a try.  Even if you think you are a 

pro at editing your papers, you may learn new, easier techniques to go through the revision proc-

ess.  Dr. Younger is waiting to help you! 
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From the Desk of Derek Boczkowski Clowns to the Left of Me; Jokers to the Right 

Having acclimated myself once again to the quarter system, I can say—with the degree of certainty that a year and a half’s 
observation and an active imagination bring—that the winter quarter seems to carry a pretty se-
vere case of “middle child syndrome.” Sadly, Middleman Winter offers neither the opportunity 
for meeting coursework head-on with fresh perspectives culled from a summer’s liberation (as 
does Big Brother Autumn) nor the giddy anticipation of closure and accomplishment of major 

projects (typically the contribution of Kid Sister Spring). Instead, we often greet the winter quar-
ter with a heady case of the post-holiday blahs and leave it rueful that we still need to keep our 
winter coats in daily rotation. 

Now, many of you may greet theories surrounding birth order with suspicion. If so, take heart: 
I’m happy to report that despite an upswing in cold and flu medicine ingestion, things are hum-

ming at the Writing Lab. Students are bringing in papers from across the disciplines, visiting the 
Editing Workshop, and using the Lab resource materials and computers. Additionally, we have 

some new faces around the Lab, as a number of new Peer Writing Consultants were hired this quarter. Indeed, it’s a veritable 
winter wonderland down here! So, please, if you find yourself feeling more like Jan Brady than Marsha, head down to the 
Writing Lab, where no one, whether person or personification, is overlooked.  
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Laura Younger, right, works with student 

Jarod Anderson in the Editing Workshop. 
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Our first and foremost service 
is to help students, faculty 
and staff from OSU with their 
writing.  We can help you 
brainstorm ideas, develop 
your topic, begin or revise a 
rough draft, put finishing 
touches on a final copy, and 
much more!  You can type a 
paper on one of the com-
puters (but limit printing to 
papers only—no printing re-
search).  When you enter the 
lab, please remember to sign 
in. If you have never signed in 
to a campus lab computer, ask 
for help; that’s what we’re 
here for. 
 

Spring Quarter Hours: 
Mon - Thurs 8-6 
Friday  8-5 
Sunday* 1-5 
 
*Sunday sessions are held in 

the Library                        
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Long before Paris Hilton flaunted it, the ancient Greeks developed style . . . for 
rhetoric, that is! 
 

Symploce: sim'-plo-see  
Definition: The combination of anaphora and epistrophe: beginning a series of 
lines, clauses, or sentences with the same word or phrase while simultaneously 
repeating a different word or phrase at the end of each element in this series. 
 

Example 
"Against yourself you are calling him,  
against the laws you are calling him, 
against the democratic constitution you are calling him." —Aeschines 
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Calling ALL FACULTY: The Writing Lab is Here For YOUR STUDENTS 
 

By Kelly Whitney 
 

To instructors of all disciplines who routinely dread reading student papers, this article is for you. 
 

With increasing desire to improve the students’ abilities to write strong, coherent papers, more and more instructors are 
recommending the Writing Lab as a resource for their students. Whether the problems lie in constructing a thesis, creating 
persuasive arguments, or forming complete sentences, the Peer Writing Consultants at the Writing Lab can help. 
 

While most of the students we see are, indeed, looking for help on an English assignment, we welcome students from all 
disciplines. However, many students believe that instructors of non-English courses do not value the mechanics of the 
English language, and thus the students give little regard to revising and editing their work for these classes.  
 

According to OSU Newark biology instructor Dr. Shawna Weyrauch, we portray ourselves and our ideas in our ability to 
communicate. She stresses that, “The ability to communicate clearly is an important asset for anyone,” not only for English 
students. Dr. Weyrauch has incorporated essays into her introductory biology 
courses and emphasizes the importance of grammar, organization, and support-
ing arguments when giving grades.  
 

Currently, there is only one course that requires students to meet with a Peer 
Writing Consultant for course credit: English 110.03, which is an introductory 
writing course. However, many instructors from other fields—including history, 
psychology, nursing, and sociology—recommend that their students meet with 
a Peer Writing Consultant to review common errors made when writing es-
says. Dr. James Newton, an instructor of economics and statistics at OSU 
Newark, claims that too many business students focus solely on the technical 
aspect of their respective field without placing any emphasis on writing or 
communication. He stresses that everyone needs to be able to communicate 
clearly, and those students who do not improve their communication skills will be left behind in the business world. 
 

But rest assured, because there is help! Whether students need help generating ideas or formulating a thesis with a 
Peer Writing Consultant—or reviewing grammar rules with Editing Workshop Facilitator Dr. Laura Younger—we can 
help make reading student essays more enjoyable. And even for those ambitious students who do proofread their 
essays, Dr. Weyrauch advises, “An extra set of critical eyes, such as those of a writing tutor, can be invaluable to 
anyone attempting to write a letter or a paper.” Let your students know about the Writing Lab as a resource for all 
students to help improve their writing and, perhaps, their grades. 
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Have an idea for the next news-

letter?  Feel free to contact the 

editor, Kelly Whitney, at  

Whitney.69@osu.edu 

Know Your Roots! In honor of St. Patrick’s Day 
 

By Chris Phillips 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

I, Melissa Keller, am no 
spring chicken. After 
some great adventures 
in life, I returned to 
school hoping to teach 
kindergarten or first 
grade. I am interested in 
education because I am 
fascinated by how we 
learn things.  A career in 
education would also be 
an opportunity for me 
to force my personal 
views on the importance 
of literacy upon large 
groups of unsuspecting 
children.  I plan to dis-
guise my covert objec-
tives by making them 
seem like tremendous 

fun.  

 

 

Have you ever been accused of being three sheets to (or in) the wind? If you have, then 
you’re probably looking forward to St. Patrick’s Day this March. The term “three sheets to/in 

the wind” originated in the early 19th century as a way to describe a list-
ing ship. On a windy night, the sails of a boat need to be secured with a 
rope (or sheet). If a sailor forgets to tighten the rope, it could slip, thereby 
causing the entire ship to sway from side to side. And if as many as 
three ropes are left unsecured flopping in the wind, the ship would be 
quite unsteady indeed.  The nautical term was soon modified to describe 
the way in which sailors drunkenly stagger as they overindulged in alco-

hol. So if you are celebrating too much this Saint Patty’s Day then you may, in fact, be ac-
cused of being three sheet to/in the wind.  

Peer Writing Consultant Will Brown, 
right, helps a student with a history 
paper. 


